
June 4, 
Propaga.on Day 
Windsor Park Nursery 

Ian, Sherie and Janet 
finishing the last of the 
cu6ngs for the day.  

June propaga:on day was fine and sunny. Members were numerous and busy, managing a diversity of tasks set out by 
excellent nursery manager, Janet Hallam. Tasks included obtaining yet more cu6ngs from Marion Simmons’ stock          
collec:on; po6ng on; emptying and clearing out failed plants plus adding a few more cu6ngs which luckily could be 
placed on the heat pad so that they flourish despite the chilly winter weather.  

The propaga:on of na:ve plants is an interest for many members - a pleasant ac:vity that ensures that on sale days 
there are numerous plants to send out into the community whilst at the same :me collec:ng a small payment which 
eventually makes it possible for our society to support worthy projects such as the 2021 dona:on made to the Royal 
Tasmanian Botanical Gardens.  

Members are encouraged to bring cu6ngs from their own gardens, maybe even from a neighbour’s garden but with 
their permission of course!  
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Saturday 11 June         Report: Roy Skabo 
Combined Excursion APST/LFNC   Briseis Water Race     
         
A_er a rendez-vous at Branxholme we drove, in convoy, the short distance to the beginning of the 
Briseis Water Race track. 

The day was magnificent and the ferns were abundant. One hundred metres along the track our 
fern expert, Lee BowkeQ, pictured below, called us to a halt and started our lesson on fern 
ecology. 

 (Lee had studied the epiphytes of Dicksonia antarc,ca for a PHD at the University of Tasmania 
several years ago). 

He pointed out the leaf liQer which had fallen on 
the crown of a tree fern, something which 
would have been ignored by us, and explained 
that this material is important to the plant; it 
eventually composts, falls to the ground and 
provides nutrients for the fern.  

He also noted several small plants growing on 
the trunk of the tree fern including a Tmesipteris 
obliqua or forked fern, a primi:ve fern rela:ve 
and a small plant which was probably a 
Pi6osporum bicolor whose roots would 
eventually reach the ground below the fern.  

Epiphy:c trees and shrubs are a major source of 
recruitment in rain forests and wet sclerophyll 
forests. Plants which start their lives well off the 
forest floor are much less subject to herbivory 
than those which germinate in the soil. 

As we proceeded along the track we iden:fied numerous species of 
ferns including another tree fern, Cyathea australis, easily 
differen:ated from the Dicksonia by the very rough, rasp-like s:pe 
bases of fallen fronds. 

A fern of par:cular interest, Todea barbara (austral king fern) was 
found growing along the water race. This is one of the few Tasmanian 
fern species which grows a trunk. It is fairly uncommon and Lee had 
not seen it before.     > 



<   The only filmy fern we found was Hymenophyllum 
cupressiforme, not growing, as it usually does, as an 
epiphyte but covering large areas on the rocks which 
made up the water race. 

<   Note sori at ends of fronds. 

We examined the only coral fern seen along the track, discovering that it was Gleichenia microphylla rather than the 
more common G. dicarpa. G. microphylla has fairly flat rather than pouched pinnules and each pinnule has more than 
two sori. 

We found two orchid species in flower and the 
leaves of at least two other species.  

<  Corybas aconi,florus flowers were spoQed in 
several places along the track and numerous plants 
of a Pterostylis species were found growing, with 
flowers not fully developed, on a large moss-covered 
boulder. 

Fungi were not in huge abundance although numerous species were observed           
 and photographed by A. Smith. They kept popping up in this ar:cle! 



Blechnum 
nudum showing 
fer:le fronds 
(darker, 
narrower) and 
infer:le fronds. 
                    > 

Lunch was taken in a pleasant area 
without tree cover, where we could enjoy 
the sunshine and then the return walk of 
just over one and a half kms, was 
undertaken. 

Photos: M. King Fungi photos: A Smith 

NOTE from the Program CommiQee 

Excursions are usually listed in the program on the apstasnorth.org website although some:mes an extra excursion will be offered at 
fairly short no:ce. They are scheduled on different days of the week so that all members can aQend at least some excursions even if 
they have one or more days of the week unavailable due to other ac:vi:es. 
A week or so before the excursion date an email will be sent to all NG members, providing the details of the excursion. 
If an excursion needs to be postponed or cancelled an email to that effect will be sent to all Northern Group members on the day 
before the excursion date. Members should therefore check their inboxes the night before the excursion date. 
Please let the organiser of an excursion know if you are coming. This will allow numbers to be ascertained (important if we are e.g. 
visi:ng a private property or where there is limited parking) and may allow help in arranging car pooling if required. 
We like to start on :me, so please get to the mee:ng point a few minutes ahead of the designated mee:ng :me. If you are 
unexpectedly delayed please phone the organiser immediately. 
Petrol costs are a significant factor these days. It is suggested that the driver and  passengers share the cost of petrol for an excursion 
between them. Typical cost for petrol would be about 20 cents per km so a 100 km trip (50 km each way) would cost $20 for petrol. 
This could be divided between the occupants of the car including the driver. (Other clubs which run excursions have a variety of 
methods for calcula,ng contribu,ons and the method suggested here is similar to some of them. It does not take into account the 
other costs of running a car.)  

 

This was a full general mee:ng with several business items considered by 
42 members and guests present on the night. Of note was the APST 
North Conserva:on CommiQee details provided by Dale L. and Roy S. 

 June Mee:ng

http://apstasnorth.org/


Subsequently the mee:ng approved ‘the forma:on of a Northern Group Reserves Conserva:on CommiQee to foster the 
APST conserva:on objec:ves and to promote the recogni:on of the Society as the pre-eminent group to consult on the 
conserva:on plan:ng of Australian na:ve plants’. It is now open to members to provide volunteer :me to worthy 
projects. The group also approved that a nomina:on submission for an Honorary Membership of APST be forwarded to 
the State Council for considera:on. Next, with members’ commitment to help, APTAS North agreed to organise a 
marquee at Blooming Tasmania to be held at Woolmers Estate in October. In conclusion there were reminders about 
‘The Big Plant” and Australian Plants Journals which members are encouraged to borrow and enjoy. 

Plant of the Month:  Xanthorrhoea drummondii    Rosemary Whish-Wilson 

Rosemary rummaged in family albums to show the steady and con:nuous growth of this unfamiliar specimen: 
Xanthorrhoea drummondii which is growing at her family home in Dalkeith, Western Australia. 

X. drummondii is the largest of fi_een species of 
xanthorrhoeas found in the state and this plant has 
featured in family photos over the years.  

<  Early days - 1950. 

         ^ Beginning to impress - taken       
    before 1998.    

<  So much to hug - 2021 



In the past it has had flower stalks and another is steadily growing. Two 
small plants have appeared at its side. 

Rosemary calculates that it is approximately 124 years old and is 
hopeful it will be around for future genera:ons to marvel at. 

             Looking good!    > 

A liQle more on grass trees (xanthorrhoeas)… 
“Grass trees grow in coastal heaths, and wet and dry forests of 
Australia. They are drought and frost tolerant. The grass tree mainly 
occurs in soils that are very free draining and consequently low in 
nutrients. It survives in the poorest soils, with a shallow root system 
enabling it to easily access nutrients from decaying liQer, while storing 
all the food reserves in its stem.” 

“Flowers are borne on a long spike above a bare sec:on called a scape; 
the total length can be over three or four metres long in some species. 
Flowering occurs in a dis:nct flowering period, which varies for each 
species, and o_en is s:mulated by bushfire. Fires will burn the leaves 
and blacken the trunk, but the tree survives as the dead leaves around the stem serve as insula:on against the heat of a 
wildfire.[ Rosemary thinks that one of the reasons for the healthy growth on her X. drummondii is due to her father, 
years ago, se6ng it on fire.] 

The rate of growth of the Xanthorrhoea genus is very slow and this is o_en generalised to mean they all grow at the rate 
of about a 2.5 cms per year. Actually, a_er the ini:al establishment phase, the rate of growth varies widely from species 
to species. Thus, while a five-metre-tall member of the fastest-growing Xanthorrhoea may be 200 years old, a member 
of a more slowly growing species of equal height may have aged to 600 years.”  

(Source: Xanthorrhoea Facts for Kids. Kiddle Encyclopedia) 

 

Leon Lange:       Landscape Architecture, Natural Values  
                                                                  and Regents Park 

Leon Lange has always had a love of landscape and a_er hor:cultural and construc:on work in parks, nurseries etc. he 
decided to refine his interests, obtaining a Bachelor of Built Environment in Landscape Architecture as well as a graduate 
diploma. This led to significant professional projects, the details for some he shared with us in a most informa:ve 
presenta:on. 

Landscape architecture involves designing ‘solu:ons for built and natural environments’. The aim of landscape architects 
is to design projects that improve these environments, keeping at the forefront, the health and well being of people  
and the planet. 

 It is not a sole profession as they work closely with architects, engineers, 
hor:culturalists and environmentalists. Their importance in today’s environmentally 
conscious world is beQer appreciated, but Leon admiQed that should there be a cost 
over-run sadly it is the landscape architecture that is first to be dropped.  
Projects range in size from small residen:al courtyards to finding the best ‘outcomes 
for a master planned community’.  

In playgrounds, shopping centres, streetscapes etc. the landscape architect seeks to 
link with the natural world, u:lising na:ve plants which add to exis:ng habitat. The 
above photo shows a sec:on of Nerima Japanese Gardens (Stage 2) Ipswich, 
Queensland where na:ve plants and natural materials were used. 
Leon noted the move from car dominated communi:es to one where people are seeking a more natural environment - 
walking, cycling, being aware of the importance of rebuilding and strengthening habitat for wildlife. It is the landscape 
architect who facilitates the link to nature. 

Speaker
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<   Originally this was 
a concrete drain, 
reconstructed using 
local rocks. It is now 
a simple, natural 
drain which allows 
plants and animals to 
reclaim habitat.  

Roadside vegeta:on 
buffers are another 
effec:ve means of 
reclaiming habitat 
and bringing the 
natural world into 
our urban lives.    >                                
   

Leon uses sustainable building materials. For example he does not use aluminium because the energy used in its 
produc:on and the shipping miles make it unsustainable. At least, recycled aluminium is a posi:ve development and he  
is beginning to use that in his designs.  

He favours na:ve plants but does make use of deciduous trees when necessary for shade in summer and solar access 
over winter. These plan:ngs help reduce the reliance on mechanical hea:ng and cooling. He uses as many na:ve plants 
as possible. Lomandra longifolia is his favourite because of its hardiness and habitat poten:al - a great filler!  

The detail involved in effec:vely landscaping a school such as Penguin Primary School was illumina:ng. The idea was to 
have habitat for local wildlife and a connec:on with nature. This extends not just around the edges but into the car parks 
and right up around the school buildings. It provides educa:onal opportuni:es for the children and also helps 
economically. 

Goaty Hill Winery was another project men:oned. For this Leon described the landscaping as simple because much was  
revegeta:on of the area. It is his vision that people enjoying the wine experience will be surrounded by na:ve plants, 
taking photographs and absorbing the natural environment. Below is a selec:on of plants that may be used in the 
development. 

Chrysocephalum apiculatum.              Diplarrena sp.        Wallaby grass                 Grevillea sp. 

Landscaping design is not easy and Regent Square in Georgetown was a project that needed to sa:sfy a range of 
community views. The Square is the third oldest park in Australia and some wanted a tradi:onal English style 
development whereas others were keen for it to reflect pre seQlement Australia. There were drainage problems, strong 
prevailing winds, poor usage - just some of the maQers that needed to be addressed in the design.  

Leon listed some of the solu:ons which he has built into this project e.g. there is a central gathering place, 
acknowledging the Tasmanian aboriginal culture. There will be an arbor covered in Pandora pandoreana leading into the 
mee:ng place. Around the perimeter, ac:ng as a windbreak are na:ve trees interspersed with exo:cs so that people can 
appreciate both floral types.  



Especially pleasing,  
a wet, muddy area 
is to be turned into 
a wetlands 
environment, using 
wetland plants and 
providing habitat 
for a diversity of 
wildlife. 

<    Early                    
 stages. 

June 28, 
Working Bee Day, Tasmanian Na.ve Garden, Caswell Street  

The usual tasks 
occupied those 
members who arrived 
with tools and 
buckets ready to 
tackle the weeds and 
winter pruning.  

It was a busy day but 
with busy hands the 
two hours quickly 
passed and soon all 
were enjoying a warm 
drink, delicious food. 

The new plants are 
doing well, aided by 
lots of rain and some 
winter sun. 

    
  

Myoporum parvifolium has extended its territory - obviously fulfilling its ground cover role.   ^ 



  
July 2, 
Propaga.on Day, Windsor Park Nursery 

Because there was no work to do outside and liQle to do in the shade house, members 
mostly did cu6ngs. Fortunately the use of a heat pad (pictured) means that taking cu6ngs 
in July can be a viable ac:vity. Seventeen members managed to complete a good selec:on 
of cu6ngs before si6ng in the sun with a warm drink, enjoying good conversa:on and 
delicious food. 

Photo: J. Hallam 

 
 

The mee:ng began with brief business items: a request for extra supper 
volunteers so that there are two people rostered for each mee:ng; a 

request for volunteers to help with Blooming Tasmania prepara:on and for 
help on the day; request for numbers aQending The Big Plant. 

Roy S. reported on the Reserves Conserva:on CommiQee headway as they spoke to numerous councillors about the 
aims of the group. It is slow progress but Roy is hopeful that they will eventually understand that we are offering our 
help and that our group has a lot of knowledge, in some cases expert knowledge. 

Plant of the Month:  Chorilaena quercifolia   Kay Palle< 

This plant is a bushy understorey shrub which grows happily in the south west Karri 
forests of W.A. It is the sole species in the genus and a member of the Rutaceae 
family along with boronias and correas etc. but to the untrained eye the family 
resemblance is not so obvious. 

Generally it grows from 1 - 4m high by 1 - 3m wide with lobed leaves which resemble 
oak leaves, hence the name karri oak. The flowers are aQrac:ve, appear mainly 
between October and February and are usually green although they can also be 
yellow, white, red or pink.  

<    The stamens hang down and are about 2-3 :mes as long as the petals. 

This plant aQracts birds, in par:cular, eastern spinebills. It adapts to sun or shade, 
dry or moist soils and is pest resistant also supposedly unpalatable to wallabies. The 

shrub accepts a good pruning and propaga:on from cu6ngs is reliable.  

It is an interes:ng plant, worthy of a posi:on in our gardens.  

                   Below is an example of the shrub form plus a red flower with leaves which clearly show the oak shape. 

 July Mee:ng
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Jenny and David Boyer:    
      The Flora of Bruny Island 

Jenny and David had much to share as they led us through a series of slides which 
began with a historical perspec:ve of Bruny Island and proceeded to cover an 
amazingly diverse range of plants.  

Firstly snippets of historical interest:  

There is a plaque which commemorates the collec:on of the type specimen of 
Eucalyptus obliqua. It was the first Eucalyptus species discovered and published. 

As David noted:  a very, very important plant, collected on Cook’s third expedi:on 
by botanist, David Nelson. 

   

[“This specimen was sent to the Bri,sh Museum in London, 
where it was examined by the French botanist Charles Louis 
L'Héri,er de Brutelle. L'Héri,er used it as the type species for 
a new genus, which he published in 1788. He named the 
genus Eucalyptus from the Greek eu ("good, well") and 
calyptos ("covered") in reference to the flower bud cap. He 
gave this species the name obliqua from the La,n obliquus 
("oblique"), in reference to the leaf bases of unequal length. 
Thus the full name of the species is Eucalyptus obliqua L.Her.] 
(Source: Wikipedia)  

Other explorers and botanists gathered material: Labillardierre, 
was a significant collector in this area. He visited Penguin 
Island (opposite Fluted Cape) and reported Eucalyptus cordata 
ssp. cordata on the island.  

He also described the island as having fine grass. Today the 
island is crowded, no grass, inhospitable.  
Jenny wondered if the two dead trees might be E. cordata.   

More from Wikipedia: 

Eucalyptus cordata was first formally described in 1806 by 
Jacques Labillardière ….. The specific epithet (cordata) is a La:n 
word meaning "heart-shaped" referring to the leaves.…Eucalyptus 
cordata Labill. subsp. cordata, has branchlets that are circular in 
cross sec:on; Eucalyptus cordata subsp. quadrangulosa has 
branchlets that are square in cross-sec:on. 
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This is a photograph of Two Tree Point which was 
named and painted by George Tobin, a naval officer 
on the HMS Providence in 1792.  

Amazingly, the two Eucalyptus globulus trees are s:ll 
there today - survivors 230 years later! 

Bruny Island is a microcosm of the Tasmanian mainland, having similar plants apart from what is clearly alpine (the 
highest mountain is only 571m). However, Jenny said that some alpine plants do grow at lower al:tudes than expected 
due to the climate being harsher. 

David added that the North Bruny’s rainfall is 700mm a year whereas South Bruny has 1200mm on the eastern side of 
the ‘central spine’ but only about 800mm on the western side.  - a significant climate effect caused by a small range of 
hills. 

On North Bruny the vegeta:on is dry sclerophyll forest, rich in understorey plants.  
Some pictured are Calytrix tetragona (below) and Sprengelia incarnata (right).  

There are also Xanthorroea australis, Leptomeria drupacea, Melaleuca gibbosa, various 
acacias and an uniden:fied white daisy seen at right. 
     ‘Does anyone know it?’ asks Jenny. 

aaronteoh.com



Below on Cape Queen Elizabeth the bright green in the far distance is 
Tetragonia implexicoma. There is also a muQon bird rookery and uphill in the 
flaQer area Solanum laciniatum is growing. It is unusual as it has a white 
flower.              >     

South Bruny tells a 
different story - a rainforest 
story.   

It has many different 
species such as ancient 
myrtles on top of the 
range.  

Below: 

 Melaleuca pallida 
(Callistemon pallidus)     
There are around six M. 
pallida trees that have 
reached an enormous size.  



<   Look carefully to see Jenny with her arms 
partly around the trunk of M.pallida. 
        
  Prionotes cerinthoides seen in the hills  
 behind Adventure Bay.     V 

       
  Richea drachophylla   V 

It is very wet rainforest where there are expanses of armpit-reaching water ferns 
plus leeches to add an extra dimension to the lovely ferns nestled on trunks. 

Waratahs and na:ve laurels are present.  

Eucryphia and horizontal are found at 
higher al:tudes with Gaultheria, Baurera 
as undergrowth.  

At lower al:tudes Prostanthera, 
Pomaderris, Pi6osporum, Exocarpus       
and Ziera species are just some of the 
plants that Jenny listed. 

Celery top pines are the only conifers that 
have been seen on walks but David said 
that forest workers advised that other 
conifers were present before a fire in the 
late 1990s. 

We viewed an abundance of plants. These below just a :ny selec:on which Jenny and David shared with us.  



  
Top: Cyathea australis,   Right:   Stylidium armeria? 

Above:   Xerochrysum papillosum?               Ozothamnus re,cula,s 

                           Thelymitra sp., sun orchid 

               

Below: Flying duck orchid 



Another snippet of interest:  

Before the last Na:onal conference in Tasmania, Fred Duncan and Chris:ne Howells made a species list of the flora 
between Bruny lighthouse and the sta:on. In a small area they found at least 70 different species with another 30 - 40 
species iden:fied by par:cipants during the conference tour. 

There was so much to view. The richness and diversity of the flora in this small part of Tasmania was highlighted in the 
presenta:on and Jenny and David so knowledgeable. As Roy P. said, ‘We have been, like the ABC, privileged to host a 
Boyer lecture! ‘ 

July 26, 
Working Bee Day, Tasmanian Na.ve Garden,   
    Caswell Street 

This was a produc:ve day with eight members aQending 
to the usual tasks. In addi:on, Suzanne reported that 
thanks to two lads from Community Correc:ons, the 
overgrown juncus plants were removed and the 
surrounds to the garden were whipper-snipped. All looks 
:dy, ready for the spring flush. 
  

August 6, 
Propaga.on Day, Windsor Park Nursery 

The sun was shining, the members were many and ac:vity was at a high level. Outside, pots were weeded. In the shade-
house the floor was weeded and the Marchan,a under the benches was sprayed with vinegar. In the po6ng shed Ian B. 
was delighted to be able to pot up Pultenaea pedunculata cu6ngs  which he had prepared in July. Janet was amazed 
that some of the cu6ngs responded so well to being on the heat pad that roots had appeared in just 4 weeks. 



Above: Ka:e and Lynn pausing for a moment at the shade-house doors. Bruce, Roy and Peter weeding and sor:ng pots. 

 Photos: M. Killen 

Le_:   
Lots of conversa:on plus a well earned 
cuppa, thanks to members who bring 
tasty refreshments.  

Special thanks to Fran whose rhubarb 
cake is a constant offering and to Gilly 
who fills the urn, and cleans up. 

 
 

A short business mee:ng began with Dale upda:ng members re the 
latest Reserves Conserva:on CommiQee. Then Louise and Rosemary V. 

provided details for the Blooming Tas. and Launceston Hor:cultural 
Show displays, reminding members of the need for flowers and help on the day. Rosemary also reminded us that we 
need to be looking ahead for worthy recipients for our next dona:ons. Rosemary spoke on a couple of finance maQers 
which will need to be finalised in a future mee:ng. 

Our group has talented, interes:ng members and the August mee:ng enabled us to see this in 
ac:on. Janet Hallam, Peter Dowde and Andrew Smith each generously put together a detailed 
presenta:on on a plant family. Janet, in par:cular wanted to draw aQen:on to the plant 
families to gain a beQer understanding of our na:ve plants, to see the connec:ons with 
exo:cs worldwide.  

 August Mee:ng
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Janet chose the Rhamnaceae 
family. Her me:culously presented 
informa:on showed the spread of 
this important but not large, 
worldwide family of 55 genera and 
950 species.  
In Australia there are 19 genera, ten 
of which are endemic plus 260 
species. For Tasmania there are 5 
genera, 22 species, seven of which 
are endemic. 
Rhamnaceae takes its name from 
the Greek work ‘rhamnos’ which 
means thorn bush. The common 
name is buckthorn family.  

Some Rhamnaceae family characteris:cs: 
Plants have thorny, stunted, leafless stems; plants are in the form of trees, shrubs and lianas but rarely herbs and many 
genera are covered in rusty or grey hairs (indumentum) which give a furry cover on the stems, undersides of foliage and 
sepals. Another dis:nguishing characteris:c is the presence of bracts. 

Bracts transform insignificant 
flowerheads into something more 
interes:ng. Here it is the showy 
bracts which draw aQen:on to 
the plant. 

Examples which show this clearly: 

<  Spyridium vexilliferum and  

Stenanthemum pimeleoides     > 

<   Siegriedia darwinoides, Cranbourne Gardens (Vic.)  
  
This was one of the loveliest Rhamnaceae displays Janet has seen and it is 
bracts not petals that are outstanding. 

 
Rhamnaceae flowers are 
radially symmetric, individually 
small and insignificant. They 
are grouped in racemes or 
panicles or simply small dense 
heads. 

<   Ziziphus jujuba 
          
Trymalium ledifolium a W.A. 
endemic species. Note the :ny 
curled petals.        > 
Photo: K. Thiele       

Triangular shaped 
sepals

Tiny  
petals

Greg JordanLaura Levens



Janet touched on four of the largest genera e.g. Rhamnus which is found 
worldwide and has medicinal and industrial uses. It is also invasive.  

Ceanothus, is a North American genus, a well known garden plant, 
interes:ng because it has a similar flower head to the Pomaderris genus. >    

Ziziphus, prominent in the Middle 
East, Asia, the tropics, has edible 
fruits.  
<  Z. jujuba fruit is the red Chinese 
date. 

Ziziphus spina-Chris, is believed to 
have been used in the crucific:on 
Crown of Thorns.  > 

There are Ziziphus species in 
Northern Australia but 
only one is thought to 
be naturally occurring. 

<   The fourth genus men:oned was Pomaderris which is the 
Australian endemic genus.  
There are 70 Pomaderris species 65 of which are endemic to 
Australia.  

^  P. ellip,ca flowers have sepals which are keeled right back and petals which are a liQle more prominent and which 
open to a spoon shape. They are massed in a panicle and have aQrac:ve longer filaments. 

Janet showed the biogeographic paQerns for the Australian Rhamnaceae family (based on Robert Brown’s Rhamnaceae 
collec:ons from 1801-1805). It was par:cularly interes:ng because Brown showed a small Gondwanan element on his 
map - only two spots - sited in the south east of NSW/Vic. and the east of Tasmania. 

<   In Tasmania there is a very thorny Discaria pubescens. It is a relic 
Gondwanan genus found almost exclusively on the Central Plateau in 
Tasmania and the high country near Canberra. It has four sepals and 
four minute petals. 

Janet is very keen to find this plant. 

Photo: Richard Hartland 

Note on thorns: 
Janet has puzzled over the lack of thorns in the Tasmanian genera considering it is a strong family characteris:c. She 
subsequently studied a dead branch taken from Spyridium vexilliferum and noted copious numbers of small stunted 
stems. These do fit the dic:onary defini:on of a thorn i.e. a leafless stunted stem. The same feature appears on 
Pomaderris species so Janet encouraged us to do our own research! 

Members gained a wider knowledge of this family but a stark sta:s:c learned was that of the 22 Tasmanian 
Rhamnaceae species 17 are on the Threatened Species List and some of these are endemic. 

Peter chose Myrtaceae, a significant family of considerable economic importance, famous for :mber, essen:al oils, 
hor:culture and floristry. It is thought by scien:sts to have arisen between sixty to fi_y six million years ago during the 



Paleocene era. There are pollen fossils that show its existence on the ancient Gondwana con:nent. The family has about 
132 genera with approximately 5,950 species and a worldwide distribu:on in tropical and warm temperate regions. 

The family was named a_er the genus Myrtus which was 
described by Linnaeus in 1753.  

Of the many species assigned to the Myrtus genus only three 
are now recognised e.g. Myrtus communis which is na:ve to the 
Mediterranean area and southern Europe.  

    Myrtus communis       > 

A sample of genera in this family: 

Agonis, Angophora, Astartea, Backhousia, Baeckea, Beaufor,a, Callistemon (now included with Melaleuca), 
Calothamnus, Calytrix, Chamelaucium, Conothamnus, Corymbia, Darwinia, Eremaea, Eucalyptus, Eugenia, Euryomyrtus, 
Homoranthus, Hypocalymma, Kunzea, Leptospermum, Melaleuca, Meteoromyrtus, Metrosideros, Micromyrtus, Myrtus, 
Ver,cordia 

All the species are woody and have flower parts in mul:ples of four or five. The leaves are evergreen, simple, alternate 
to mostly opposite and usually en:re i.e. without a toothed margin.  

The flowers have a base number of five petals although in several genera the flowers are minute, even absent. However, 
the stamens are usually conspicuous, numerous and brightly coloured.  

Peter featured plants as he said ‘closer to home’. The first was the type species for Eucalyptus, i.e. Eucalyptus obliqua 
which was collected in 1777. (The Boyers at the July mee:ng showed the plaque commemora:ng this event on Bruny 
Island.)  
 

L’Heri:er published the first formal descrip:on in 1789 in his 
book Sertum Anglicum. The name ‘obliqua’ is from the la:n 
‘obliquus’, referring to the leaf base seen at le_. 

Popular Myrtaceae  species common in members’ 
gardens: 
  Melaleuca pallida (formerly   
  Callistemon pallidus) > 

  Melaleuca citrina (formerly  
  Callistemon citrinus) >>> 

en.wikipedia.org



On a recent trip to Qld. 
Peter’s aQen:on was 
drawn to Melaleuca 
leucadendra. He described 
it as a lovely plant growing 
around streams and not 
just in Australia. It has large 
sheets of white papery 
bark which have been used 
by the aboriginal 
community over the 
millennia. 

Peter was interested in this 
plant as it was first 
described in 1741 and 
named Myrtus leucadendra 
from a plant growing in 
Indonesia.  

In 1762 Linnaeus realised 
that this plant had liQle in 
common with other 
species in the Myrtus 
genus and described the 
genus Melaleuca to 
accommodate the species.  

More genera examples:  

(Above le_) Ver,chordia picta, a favourite of Peter’s and it is easy to see why. 

Leptospermum grandiflorum, an aQrac:ve species and unlike the eucalypts it is snowy 
petals not the stamens which are conspicuous. It is also a Tasmanian endemic plant.) 

Eucalyptus regnans is the tallest member of the Myrtaceae family. In fact it is the tallest 
flowering plant in the world. 
      This photo was taken in the Styx Valley.   > 

Peter’s choice was a good choice. The Mytaceae family is an interes:ng and very important 
family crucial to biodiversity on the Australian con:nent. 

Australianplants.com



Andrew chose the Solanaceae family, a plant family which he likened to the Adam’s family because it brings us weeds, 
food, drugs, poisons and an:dotes for poisons. They are ‘strange, weird, wonderful, useful and dangerous plants - 
fascina:ng and a bit creepy’.  

Worldwide, there are approximately a hundred genera and 2,700 species in the family with most origina:ng in North 
and South America - o_en as incursive weeds in temperate climate areas. 

A few of the beQer known genera include: Brugmansia, Atropa (A. belladonna, deadly nightshade), Datura (includes 
jimson weed), Mandragora (mandrake), Capsicum, Petunia, Nico,ana and Cestrum. 

In Australia there are 23 genera and approximately 200 species.  

Andrew included this beau:ful drawing by Margaret Stones. It shows 
characteris:cs of the family. There is the fruit such as the red and black 
berries; the spiky stems, even some spikes on the leaves. It also shows 
one of the typical plant family forms - this one similar to the tomato 
plant.  

<   Solanum semiarmatum  Pain:ng by Margaret Stones 
                   Reproduced in  Flora of Australia, vol 2 

There are 8 genera and about 20 species in Tasmania.   

These are Cyphanthera (C. tasmanica, na:ve)  
Datura (2 spp, naturalised) 
Hyoscyamus 
Lycium (2 spp, naturalised)  
Nico,ana (1 sp, naturalised)  
Physalis (1 sp, naturalised)  
Salpichroa (1 sp, naturalised)  
Solanum (3 spp, na:ve; 7 spp introduced) 

    Solanum laciniatum    > 

S. laciniatum , kangaroo apple, is a Tasmanian na:ve 
species and can be seen growing strongly in the Tasmanian 
Na:ve Garden in Caswell Street. 

Solanaceae flowers are usually radially symmetric, have five petals which are fused 
and five stamens aQached to petals. The flowers are mainly pollinated by insects.  

<  Solanum vescum, an eastern Australian species is a good example of the plant 
characteris:cs. 

Greg Jordan



The plant forms are herbs, 
shrubs, small trees (and liana 
but not in Australian species).  

The flowers can be solitary or 
grouped and the fruit is a 
berry as in tomatoes or 
capsule as in datura. 

Andrew noted that even 
though the flowers follow the 
formula there is considerable 
diversity in the flora. For 
example far le_: Nico,ana 
otophora, Brugmansia 
sanguinea, Deprea 
ecuatoriana. 

The Solanaceae family is a significant food source. Potatoes, tomatoes, capsicums, eggplants, toma:llos, Goji berries, 
pepino melons, cape gooseberries and paprika are important, some staple, foods.  

It is also an important family for medicinal use. Solanaceae plants have been used in diure:cs, tranquillisers, 
anaesthe:cs. They are used to prevent and treat cancer, Parkinson’s, mul:ple sclerosis, sleeplessness, coughs, eye 
disease, angina, blood pressure, infer:lity, diabetes, dysentery, skin disease, 
cholesterol. They are used in an:spasmodic treatments, are seda:ves, are 
hallucinogens and  poisons as well as an an:dote. 

Historically, a well known family member, Atropa belladonna, (right) has been 
used as a poison e.g. in the death of Germanicus Caesar and Germanicus. 
Conversely it was used by Vene:an ladies to dilate their pupils as a beauty 
treatment. Today it is s:ll in use in the treatment of eye condi:ons but for 
medical uses. It is also used as an an:dote against Sarin poisoning. 

It was an intriguing plant family which Andrew covered in a short, sharp and 
informa:ve presenta:on. 

Club night certainly le_ members with much to ponder and Janet’s aim of focussing on the family was a success. Each 
speaker made links and extended the view of Australian flora, broadening our knowledge. 

August 23, 
Working Bee Day, Tasmanian Na.ve Garden, Caswell Street 

With some members away 
just six members aQended to 
the weeding and mulching 
tasks in August. 

<    Cryptandra amara at the 
entrance. 

Notelaea ligustrina planted in 
April.           > 



However, it is a good :me of the year to be in the garden. The 
plants are beginning to s:r and Suzanne reported blue wrens 
hopping among the bushes. The Cryptandra amara is filling 
its corner with its pearly flowers. One of the many new 
plants, Notelea ligustrina, na:ve olive, is beginning its tree 
journey and at right the pink flowers of Hakea sericea are 
opening, colouring up for their blossomy days. 

The working bee concluded with the much appreciated 
morning tea i.e. muffins made by Peter, Rose’s special welsh 
cakes and a savoury contribu:on by Suzanne. 

Rosemary’s garden news 

Winter has now set in with some superb frosts down to -5. Winter is the :me correas showcase themselves. They are 
one of the mainstay plants for flowers in the winter. They are not fussy plants as long as they get good drainage and sun. 
They are endemic to Australia.  

Their natural habitat is the eastern states, South Australia and Tasmania. The furthest west they grow is a form of Correa 
reflexa that has been found in the far east of Western Australia. They range from small prostrate shrubs to small trees. In 
my garden I grow the prostrate and small shrub forms. 

Correa pulchella is a coastal species from South Australia. It is a small shrub about 1 metre x 1 metre. I find they take a 
bit more moisture than other correas.  

   ^  I have a lovely apricot form in my garden that loves full sun and flowers for at least three months. The bright apricot 
orange coloured bell flowers are a show stopper over the winter. I also grow a form with bright pink flowers with a white 
:p predictably called ‘white :ps’. (Above right)    

 I grow Correa puchella, Mallee fire, with Brachyscome mul,fida alba, in two large pots either side of a set of steps. 



Correa reflexa var. nummulariifolia is a species from Tasmania. 
The small hairy leaves are more rounded than the above. It is 
a spreading, low growing shrub that makes a good ground 
cover especially at the coast. The flowers are pale green with 
burgundy anthers. This will also take some shade. 

Also a par:cular favourite of mine from Tasmania, is another 
form of Correa reflexa. My plant originally came from John 
and Judy Forbes, who used to run a nursery called ‘Casuarina’ 
on their property at Lanena. John collected it from Flinders 
Island. This plant is very low growing, so I use it as a ground 
cover. It has lovely bright reddish-orange bell flowers with a 
yellow :p. 

Correa decumbens is another one from South Australia. My 
form is a very dense spreading shrub of about 1 metre in 
height. It can spread up to 2 metres but it responds to a 
regular prune and makes a good low hedge plant.  The red 
flowers are narrower than the others with a green :p. This 
correa will flower through summer.   

Nearby a plant has come up self sown. It has lovely green bell flowers 
but the leaves are the standout feature. They are a very glossy dark 
green. Correa decumbens has to be one of the parents but because 
of the glossy leaves the other parent is likely to be C. glabra which 
grows on the other side of the garden. So far it has only grown to 30 
cen:metres high with a width of 1 metre. 



I grow several forms of Correa alba throughout 
the garden. A dense spreading form with white 
to cream flowers comes from Kangaroo Island in 
South Australia. The flowers of C. alba are 
different to the others in the fact the corolla 
tube is split into 4 separate petals, giving a star-
like appearance.  

Another form that originally came from Dick Burns, is from Bicheno. 
This has larger leaves and is very white in colour and can spread up to 2 
metres. 

I have described only a few of the correas I grow. They are very 
adaptable and easy to grow. Some make good pot plants. One can find 
one for full sun or part shade. Some take more moisture than others. 
Some make superb low hedges. The honey eaters, like eastern spinebill 
and New Holland love them. They light up the garden in winter.  

No garden should be without one! 

Reminders 

** Tuesday, September 20th. General Business Mee:ng,  7.30pm Max Fry Hall, Trevallyn  
         Speaker:  Jenny Powell,  Biodiversity offsets and how they protect the environment  

** Saturday, September 24th.  We Speak for the Trees   1pm-3pm  (or Sun 25th 10am-12pm). 
You may be interested in aQending this presenta:on, hosted by the Launceston Hor:cultural Society.       
The presentation is by Clive Blazey AM, co-founder of the Diggers Club at Strathmore, 868 Nile Rd, Evandale.   
Go to Human:x to book.      General Admission: $22.00; L’ton Hor:cultural Soc. Members & Diggers Members: $16.00 
  See more details in email from Anna, NorthernTasApst 22/8/2022 

** Saturday, September 24th. Northern Group Display Table at Launceston Hor:cultural Show, Evandale. Set up 1pm. 
Clean up Sunday a_ernoon. Members reminded to check their gardens for flowers and email Rosemary with details of 
contribu:ons. 

 ** Saturday, October 8th. NG marquee/display for Blooming Tasmania at Woolmers. Members are asked to think 
ahead for flowers suitable for posies and to fill a few buckets or for suitable poQed plants. More details at Sept. mee:ng. 

** Tuesday, October 11th. Peter McQuillan led excursion to Tom Gibson Reserve, Epping Forest. 



Plant that Pleases 
 

Acacia leprosa ‘ScarleQ Blaze’ at Rosevears. All the acacias are impressive in the bush this year. This was planted outside 
the garden fence about three years ago - it has grown quickly and last month rewarded us with its striking display. 
  
‘The original plant was first sighted in 1995 by a group of bushwalkers in the Black Range State Forest, north-east of 
Melbourne. It was a single red-flowering plant growing among the usual yellow flowered forms of the large phyllode 
variant of Acacia leprosa (Acacia leprosa var. uninervia) that was described as "8 feet tall and spreading.” 
The plant was propagated from cukngs by the Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne. Of these, three survived from which 
all currently grown plants are derived. In 1998 an applica,on for plant breeders rights was made by Bill Molyneux on 
behalf of the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne which was granted in 2003. The sole original plant has since died. 
The cul,var was released by Plant Growers Australia in Park Orchards in August 2001 in ,me for the plant to become 
Victoria's Centenary of Federa,on floral emblem.’ (Source: Wikipedia  *Discovery and introduc:on to cul:va:on.) 

August has been included in this issue but September will  have much to cover and stand alone - planned to be ready in early 
October.  

Members special photos taken of plants in their spring gardens are happily received by an always grateful 
editor. 

Editor: K.PalleQ  
(palleQkay@gmail.com) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federation_of_Australia

